
English 11 Honors Summer Reading Project 
 
Greetings!  Being that you have opted to take an English 11 Honors class, much will be expected of you this 
year.  Our first assignment will be a completed Summer Reading project.  You’ll find the list of recommended 
books below; you may choose to read the one that interests you most.   

The Summer Reading project will include 3 components:  1) the reading of ONE book, 2) the analysis of five 
quotes, and 3) the completion of a project.  The assignment is due on the third day of school (August 22, 
2019).  Your submission must be school appropriate and it must be YOUR OWN WORK.  Strive to do your best, 
as this will be my first glimpse at the quality of work that you perform as an honors student. In this class, late 
work is unacceptable, high-quality writing is imperative, and full student effort is always expected. 

Project overview:   

 
1. Read the novel or memoir 

Choose ONE of the following works to read.  Please choose a work that you have not read previously.  You are 

responsible for finding a copy of your chosen novel/memoir.   

 The Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger  

 Dreaming in Cuban by Cristina Garcia 

 Empire of the Summer Moon by S.C. Gwynne 

 Fallen Angels by Walter Dean Myers 

 Jubilee by Margaret Walker 

 The Last of the Mohicans by James Fenimore Cooper 

 A Thousand Acres by Jane Smiley 

 Parrot in the Oven by Victor Martinez 

 Sword of the Rightful King by Jane Yolen 

 Reaching Out by Francisco Jimenez 

 Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass by Frederick Douglass 

PARENTS, PLEASE NOTE:  Some of the works on this list may contain violence or other mature content. You may wish to consult 

Amazon.com or a similar website that offers book summaries & reader reviews to choose a novel that is appropriate for your child.   

2. Complete a quote analysis 

Choose five quotes from the book which you believe are significant to the book’s themes, character 

development, conflict, plot, etc. These quotes can also be areas of the book which you were able to 

relate to the most. First, type and cite the quote (include page number) and then answer these three 

questions in a well-developed paragraph (4-5 sentences) for each.  Be sure to include the following in 

your analysis: 

a. Who is the speaker? (This may also be the narrator.) 

b. What is the context of the quote? (When/where does it take place within the book?) 

c. What is significant about this quote? The answer to this question should be the bulk of your 

analysis: look for figures of speech, diction, imagery, tone, symbolism, etc. Look at how this 

quote relates to character development, theme, plot, conflict, or purpose. Ask yourself how 

this quote influences you, the reader. 

 

 



3. Complete a creative project 

Choose one of the following to complete to the best of your ability.  Keep in mind, if you turn in a sub-standard 

assignment, this will be my first impression of what you can do in my class.  Be prepared to present your 

project to your classmates in a large group setting. 

 Comic Book: Create a comic book using the plot of the book. You don’t need to include every little 

detail, but all of the main events and main characters should be covered. The project should include at 

least fifteen different frames with sufficient text and illustrations to explain the plot. Your comic book 

should be in color with a cover.  

 Poetry Journal: If you enjoy writing poetry, you may write a collection of poems that chronicle your 

novel. You must write 8 poems (at least 10-12 lines long) that correspond to characters, themes, 

events, or other elements seen throughout your novel. As part of your collection, include an illustration 

or image to go along with each poem.  

 Creative Writing:  Write an extension of the book you’ve read.  First, prepare a typed, 200-word 

summary of what actually happened in your book.  Then, follow up that summary with a sequel of sorts 

or an alternate ending. Type a two-page continuation of the storyline or an alternate ending while 

maintaining the “essence” of the original (retaining its characters, conflicts, and/or setting) and label 

your work as either “Sequel” or “Alternate Ending.” Make this as creative as possible! 

 Movie Trailer: If you think the book you just read would make a great movie, create a movie trailer. It 

should be 3-5 minutes in length and you should be prepared to show the final product to the class. If 

you choose this project, please be sure that your technology is compatible with what we have at HHS.  

 Memory Box: Memory boxes are decorative boxes which contain personal items important to their 
owner.  What is inside of your character’s memory box?  Create a memory box dedicated to a major 
character in your novel.  For this assignment, you will want to include the following: 

- Exterior decorations that reflect the character’s personality, time period, setting, etc.  Include the 
character’s name on the outside. 

- Eight tangible items that your character would value. (“Tangible” means that your items must be 
real; they’re able to be touched.)  Items must be time period appropriate (and school 
appropriate).  These should be items that are significant or symbolic to character’s life.  Items 
may include:  letters, photographs, postcards, and souvenirs – take the time to make them look 
good and seem realistic for the time period. (Don’t just fold a sheet of paper and call it a note.) 
At least 1 of the items should be a letter, journal entry or newspaper article that you wrote. (Do 
not copy pre-written text from the internet nor directly from your book.  For photographs, no 
screenshots from movies are allowed.  Creativity is key! 

- Do not use someone else’s ideas that you might locate online.  Be original and do your own 
work. I need to know that you read and understand the text.  

 

If you are confused about the assignment at any point, please feel free to e-mail me over the summer 
at auccellini@ k12.wv.us.  I will get back with you as soon as I can to answer questions.  I am looking 
forward to spending an inspiring, insightful 2019-20 school year with you! 

 
Sincerely, 

Mrs. Uccellini 


